
A Chapter of the Izaak Walton League of America. 

2066 Stagecoach Road; Ames, Iowa.  One mile North of Skunk River Bridge. 

Dear Ikes members, 

 Well, as Bill Shakespeare said, òThe 

best laid plans of mice and men gain 
naught but gleeó.  In November I thought 

this winter would be a good time to do 
park maintenance, with the leaves on all 

the invasive shrubs gone and the ground 
bare so they would be easy to cut out.  As 

you know they are buried under 12 to 24 

inches of snow. 

 We have had occasional problems 

with the electronic gate.  If it does not 
open the padlock on the south part of the 

gate has the same combination as the gate 

code. 

 It has still been busy at the Ikesõ park 

though.  Most days when I drive out there 
someone is at the outdoor rifle and pistol 

range, though no one has ventured back 

to shoot skeet yet.   I want to thank Ryan 
Kinart for the excellent job of snow re-

moval at the park and our Park Resident 
Cale for the routine snow moving be-

tween big snowfalls. 

 If you go to amesikes.org home page and 

click on Calendar I believe you will be sur-
prised at the number of shooting activities in 

the Indoor Range under the Chapter House 
link.  It is in use for either our youth air rifle 

team on Sundays and Wednesdays, open for 

public shooting Sundays from 3 to 5 p.m. and 
Thursdays from 7 to 9 p.m., and shooting 

bowling pin tops on Mondays from 6 to 9 p.m.   

 I also want to inform the membership that 

our monthly board meetings have been 

moved to the first Tuesday  of the month 
instead of the second Tuesday.  We still meet 

at 6:15 p.m. in the Chapter House.  All mem-

bers are welcome to attend, meetings typically 

last no more than one hour.  Our December 
meeting was postponed a week due to 

weather so we decided there would not be 
enough activity over the holidays to justify one 

in January.  

 

Palmer Holden, President 

Palmer Holden Presidentôs Column 

 A recent addition to our 

web host package is the abil-

ity to create surveys.  This 

will allow the board mem-

bers, officers, and members 

to better communicate.  The 

first survey will be sent to 

those members with email 

addresses that are known to 

us.  You can add your name 

to the list at amesikes.org.  

 The intent is to better serve 

our membership by getting a 

better understanding of our 

members needs and move in 

that direction.  Please take a 

few minutes to fill out the 

survey when it arrives...it 

shouldnôt take but a few min-

utes and will help strengthen 

our organization.  We will be 

sending out two or three  

additional surveys over the 

course of the year to track 

our progress and get our 

memberôs perspective on 

new issues that arise.  Thanks 

in advance for your re-

sponse...See you at the Ikes. 

 
http://www.amesikes.org/

members/memberarea.htm  
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Article wr i tten b y:  

Mark Patr ick  

 The 2010 State Con-

vention will be held April 23

-25, hosted by the Warren 

County Izaak Walton 

League chapter, in Indianola. 

The theme this year is 

"Educate today to protect 

tomorrow". Registration be-

fore April 10th is $35; after 

April 10th $45. The Ames 

Chapter is allotted seven 

delegates for State Conven-

tion. If you are interested in 

serving as a chapter dele-

gate, please contact Presi-

dent Palmer Holden. The 

Ames Chapter covers regis-

tration cost and meals asso-

ciated with Convention. 

Lodging and additional food, 

meals or beverages is the 

delegateõs responsibility. 

 The convention begins 

Friday morning with the 

State Division board meet-

ing. Delegates and all League 

members are invited to at-

tend. The meeting will begin 

around 9:00 a.m. and end 

around 3 :00 p.m. Friday 

evening is the Early Bird 

party and silent auction.  

 The bulk of Convention 

activities are Saturday. After 

breakfast, there will be 

speakers, lunch, meeting 

business (treasurer's report, 

minutes from the last meet-

ing, new business, etc.) in-

cluding resolution discussion 

and voting. Delegates will 

also vote for new State Di-

vision Officers and Direc-

tors. Installation of the new 

board members will take 

place at the banquet Satur-

day evening.  

 There is a Youth Con-

vention planned this year 

for Saturday, April 24th. 

Children age 8 to 18; chil-

dren younger than 8 can 

attend but must be accom-

panied by an adult. Youth 

activities will take place at 

the Annette Nature Center 

(Warren County Conserva-

tion Board). The cost is $5 

including lunch. 

 Rooms are blocked at 

Apple Tree Inn in Indianola 

until April 3rd. Additional 

hotels in the area include 

Super 8 and Woods Motel. 

If delegates prefer to camp 

the committee suggests 

Lake Ahquabi State Park. 

The Hospitality Room will 

be located off-site at the 

Elk's club. Additional infor-

mation is available on the 

Warren County Ikesõ web-

site www.warrenikes.com  

 Information and regis-

tration forms will be in-

cluded in the next Division 

newsletter. Delegates must 

submit a Convention regis-

tration form and be listed 

on the delegate registration 

form sent in by the chapter 

President. 

Page 2 Ames Ikes News  

Brenda Lee Smith 2010 Iowa State Convention  

Monthly board meet-
ings have been moved 

to the first Tuesday  
 
 

Hunter Ed Instructor  

Continuing Education:  

March 8, 6-9 p.m.  

in Chapter House 
 

Hunter Ed  

Certification Class:  

March 23, 25, 27 

in Chapter House 
 

Indoor Range 
Ikes Air Rifle Team:  

Sundays @ 2 p.m.  

(see Marv Scott) 
 

Pin Tops:  

Mondays, 6-9 p.m. 
 

E-Toads: 

Tuesdays @ 6 p.m.  

(see Art Fleener) 
 

ISU Rifle & Pistol 

Team: Wednesdays @ 

5 p.m. 
  

Public shooting:  

Sundays from 3-5 p.m., 

Thursdays 7-9 p.m. 
 

Outdoor rifle/pistol 

range 

IDPA:  

January 10 at 10 a.m. 
 

Trap & Skeet:  

Sundays 1:00 ð 3:00 

p.m.,  

Members only 

Calendar of 

Events 

Jim Johnson, our Ikesõ 

webpage volunteer, has 

been working hard to get 

contact forms on the site so 

members can easily correct 

errors and update changes.  

It is important that you keep 

us in mind as you move or 

change phone numbers.   

 

Please send us your e-

mail addresses too and 

save the chapter  mailing 

costs. 

 

The 2010 renewal cycle 

is winding down.  National 

is about six weeks behind 

on mailing membership 

cards, but we are getting 

gate cards sent out as soon 

as renewals or new mem-

berships come in.  The gate 

card will serve as a tempo-

rary membership until Na-

tional gets caught up. 

Weõve been asking ques-

tions this past year about 

your outdoor interests, and 

any volunteer activities you 

may be interested in.  Lee 

has collected the data and 

can sort the membership 

list.  For example, if you are 

heading up a volunteer ac-

tivity, lets say a fishing clinic 

at the Ikes, Lee can find our 

members who are also in-

terested in fishing or youth 

education that may be will-

ing to volunteer.  Or maybe 

you want to promote par-

ticipation in a 3-D Archery 

shoot.  Lee can help you 

find members who have said 

they are interested in Arch-

ery. 

 

Contact information for  

Lee (renewal) and  

Gary (new members)  
can be found on the  

AMESIKES.ORG web 

site.   See you at the park! 

Gary Downs 

Lee Van Brocklin Greetings From Your Membership Volunteers 

http://www.warrenikes.com/


Article wr i tten b y:  

Marv Scott  

Ar ticle wr i tten b y:  

Marv Scott  

Ar ticle wr i tten b y:  

Marv Scott  

 The Ames Chapter 

finished 2009 as the larg-

est chapter in Iowa  with 

745 members. I believe this 

is a first for our chapter. 
 I want to thank all mem-

bers who joined in 2009 or 

renewed their member-

ships.  A big thank you to 

our committees and 

their chairmen for their 

efforts to make members 

feel welcome in the park.  

According to Brenda Smith, 

local member and state 

board member, we all de-

serve a big òWOO HOO!!!!!ó. 

 Also thank you to Lee 

Van Brocklin and Gary 

Downs, our membership 

chairmen, for the timely 

handling of memberships.  

Their prompt responses to 

new members with gate 

codes, etc., make our park 

accessible to members al-

most immediately. 

Top Five 

 Largest Chapters in Iowa  

 

Ames, 745 

Des Moines, 698 

Linn County, 619 

Emerson Hough, 557 

Dragoon Trail, 310 

 Hunter Ed Instructors will 

learn to create a profile for 

themselves, create a class 

on the system and to finish 

the instructor and student 

forms on the web site. This 

is just the beginning of what 

can be done on the site, and 

weõll go through as much as 

time will allow. There will 

be internet available for 

those who wish to create 

their profile while at the 

workshop. 

 There has been some 

confusion between the new 

Training Center and an 

Internet Hunter Education 

class. The Internet Hunter 

 A Certified Hunter Edu-

cation Instructor workshop 

will be held Monday, 

March 8 th , from 6:00 ð 

9:00 PM in the Ames Izaak 

Walton Chapter House. 

There will be a few house-

keeping items but the ma-

jority of the meeting will be 

focused on the new DNR 

Training Center. This is the 

new process where people 

will be able to register on 

line for Hunter Education 

classes. From the instructor 

side, this system will also 

take care of the necessary 

record keeping associated 

with the class.  

Ed course is an opportunity 

for those unable to attend a 

traditional 10-hour class to 

do the majority of the 

coursework on the internet, 

and then attend a Field Day 

to complete the class. The 

Training Center is merely a 

registration and record 

keeping system to help man-

age the stateõs Safety Educa-

tion courses. 

 

Jeff Barnes 

North Central RSO, Iowa 

Dept of Natural Resources 

Itôs your park 

and we want to 

hear from you! 

 

There is a new  

survey section on 

the website  

aimed to better in-

form us of your 

needs, wishes, and 

desires for the 

Ames Ikes Park. 

 

Log onto the 

MEMBERS 

AREA and click 

on  

TAKE SURVEY . 

 

This survey will 

run through  

April 4th.  More 

surveys will follow 

periodically. 

 
http://

www.amesikes.org/

members/

memberarea.htm  

Palmer Holden Ames Chapter is the Largest in Iowa 

Jeff Barnes Certified Hunter Ed Instructor Workshop  

from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 

p.m.  Attendance at all three 

sessions is required. 

 Certification is required 

to purchase an Iowa hunting 

license for all hunters born 

after January 1, 1972 in Iowa 

as well as most other states. 

There is no charge for the 

 The Ames Izaak Walton 

Chapter will host a Hunter 

Education Class in March at 

our Chapter House.  Class 

times are: 

Tuesday, March 23 and  

Thursday, March 25 from 

7:00 to 9:30 p.m., 

and Saturday, March 27 

course and you must be 

over 11 years of age or 

older. 

 

To register contact:  

Story County  

Conservation  

at 515-232-2516. 
  

Palmer Holden Upcoming Hunter Education Class  

Special points of 

interest:  

¶ Keep us up to date 

with your contact 

information. 

¶ Leave the park 

cleaner than when 

you arrived. 

¶ Safety is the respon-

sibility of everyone. 

¶ Do not hesitate to 

fix something or 

notify the Board of  

an issue. 

http://www.amesikes.org/members/memberarea.htm
http://www.amesikes.org/members/memberarea.htm
http://www.amesikes.org/members/memberarea.htm
http://www.amesikes.org/members/memberarea.htm


Article wr i tten b y:  

Mark Patr ick  

 YHEC is the Youth Hunter Educa-

tion Challenge, a weekend-long event 

held at the Iowa 4H Center near Ma-

drid for the past 17 years.  Under 

Terry Burlesonõs coaching and leader-

ship, the Ames Ikes have fielded teams 

there for many of those years.  In 

2009, they were more than competi-

tive:  the senior team placed first  

and senior Eric Locker  scored the 

highest individual total of all partici-

pants, taking an individual first  

among seniors.  Other members of 

the team included Andy Harmsen, 

Kevin Mishler, Nate Reising, and 

Jorgen Rose.  Terry was ably as-

sisted by assistant coach Dennis Reis-

ing. Check out the trophies in the 

lodge!  Way to go, guys! 
 Youth from all over Iowa go to 

YHEC to compete in eight events, 

learn about the outdoors, and have 

fun with other youth and adults that 

have similar interests. The events in-

clude four shooting events: archery, 

muzzleloading rifle, shotgun, and small

-bore rifle. There are also four non-

shooting events: wildlife identification, 

orienteering, hunter safety trail, and 

written exam. There are two age 

categories to compete in, Junior (ages 

12-14) and Senior (15-18). Most 

youth compete as part of a team of 

five from their area, but youth can 

register as individuals as well. All par-

ticipants must compete in all eight 

events. 
 The dates for the 2010 event will 

be June 11-13.  For the first time in 

18 years, the event will be held away 

from the 4-H Center.  This year it will 

be held at locations in Warren county 

at Camp Wesley Woods near Lake 

Ahquabi State Park. 
 So, how do YOU get involved in 

YHEC?  There are a number of ways.  

If you are a youth or know youth aged 

12-18, who have passed the Hunter 

Education course, and are Iowa resi-

dents, contact  

Terry Burleson (291-0150) or Jim 

Pease (232-5381) to become a part of 

the team.  If you are an adult inter-

ested in helping make the event hap-

pen as a volunteer, contact our RSO, 

Jeff Barnes, at 515/290-4907 to volun-

teer.  It takes over 50 volunteers to 

put on this big event.  You may have a 

special skill to demonstrate to partici-

pants or you may want to help at one 

of the eight skill events. 

 You can also become a donor for 

this event.  The Ames Izaak Walton 

League has been an important donor 

for many years.  About a dozen other 

organizations and businesses around 

the state also contribute to help 

lower the costs for youth, coaches 

and volunteers.  To become a donor, 

contact Jeff Barnes, our area RSO at 

515/290-4907.  Donors of $250 or 

more are recognized on the YHEC    

t-shirts. 
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Jim Pease YHEC is a challenge for Ames Ikes!  

A i r  R i f l e  P h o t o  A l b u m 

Coach Marv Scott has 4 girls and 9 boys shooting regularly during the 2009-10 season.  The youth, aged 12-18, 
use Daisy 853 air rifles on loan from the Ames American Legion Post #37.  Participants shoot in two competitive 
postal matches statewide, as well as a face-to-face match at North High School in March.   
 
Photo captions, from left to right:  A young shooter practices his prone position on the modified Ames Ikes indoor 
range;  a young female shooter practices her off-hand position; a shooter practices from the kneeling position while 
another spots him;  Coach Marv Scott watches over a shooter. 

 



Article wr i tten b y:  

Marv Scott  

Ar ticle wr i tten b y:  

Marv Scott  

Ar ticle wr i tten b y:  

Marv Scott  

 As I write this article on Jan 7, 

2010, we are experiencing a blizzard, 

it is below zero out right now, and we 

will likely see temperatures of 15-20 

below zero in the next few 

days.  When this sort of weather ar-

rives, I quickly make a list of all those 

outdoor things I look forward to 

come spring.  The top few activities 

are always shooting sports and after 

reviewing my list, I typically end up in 

the basement reloading.  It is during 

this time that I really get excited 

about shooting again.   

 I suppose it takes òliving in a deep 

freezeó for a few months to renew 

my spirit so I can fully appreciate 

every pleasant day on the range I can 

squeeze in each year.  To help you get 

excited about the upcoming shooting 

season, here is a reminder of events 

that will take place on the Outdoor 

Range at the Ames Izaak Walton 

League this year: 

 

 

¶ IDPA (defensive pistol) matches are 

held the 2nd Sunday of each month 

beginning at 10 am during the win-

ter and 9am April through Novem-

ber ð cost is $10 

¶ Steel matches (shooting steel tar-

gets with pistols)  are held weekly, 

each Wednesday evening at 5:30pm 

beginning in April and ending the 

last week of October ð cost is $5 

¶ Jaxõs Days is scheduled for June 

19th.  Jax Outdoor rents out the 

park and will have many vendors 

and their products (including rifles, 

archery supplies, pistols, and shot-

guns) on hand for people to try out 

ð there is a small cost for ammuni-

tion. 

¶ The Iowa Games Shooting Sports 

will once again be hosted on our 

ranges, July 17-18. To sign up for 

the Iowa Games ð visit their web-

site at http://www.iowagames.org/

SummerGames/default.aspx 

  

 

In the past weõve held Garand rifle 

matches, small bore silhouette 

matches, 3-Gun matches, and 

more.  If you are interested in partici-

pating in a shooting discipline at the 

Ames Ikes that isnõt listed above, 

please let me know (email is best 

dvanryswyk@yahoo.com or call me 

233-8521) so we can try to accom-

modate all of our members. 

 On a final note, please remember 

that our range is managed by volun-

teers.  It is essential that everyone 

help out when they can.  We tenta-

tively plan monthly range cleanup & 

maintenance sessions for the 1st Sun-

day of each month at 9 a.m. from 

April through November.  If you can 

help out for an hour or so once or 

twice a year the work goes quickly.  If 

Sundays donõt work in your schedule, 

please feel free to rebuild a target 

frame or take 15 minutes and pick up 

some trash or pull down some old 

targets and carry them to the dump-

ster. 

than half the number of pic-

tures I have gotten in previ-

ous years.   

I think the reason for the 

lower number of deer using 

the park is threefold.  First, 

as previously mentioned, an 

historically late grain harvest 

caused deer to remain on 

summer patterns well into 

the fall and through the 

prime of the bow hunting 

season.  Second, heavy 

snow hampered efforts dur-

ing the often productive late 

season.  Third, deer num-

bers seem to be down in 

general in our area; possibly 

in response to the issuance 

of many extra doe tags in 

The 2009-10 Ames Izaak 

Walton League bow deer 

hunt ended January 10.  The 

year was frustrating for the 

hunters who used the park.  

As with bow hunting state-

wide, a late grain harvest 

kept many of the deer from 

their normal fall patterns 

(i.e., the woods) and deer 

traffic in the park was down 

significantly.  Three does 

were taken this year, down 

a couple from the last sev-

eral years.  I personally 

spent significant time moni-

toring the deer using the 

Ikes park via trail cameras 

that record their move-

ments, and was getting less 

the past 10 years or so. 

I feel that the Ikes park 

bow hunt provides a valu-

able service to Ikes mem-

bers who do not have ac-

cess to other hunting areas, 

as well as helping to keep 

the numbers of deer using 

our property in check. I 

hope that this coming year 

we can have the participa-

tion that we have had in the 

past and harvest a few more 

deer.  If you have questions 

or concerns, please contact 

me at: 

 

mgraesch@mchsi.com 

or call at 515 -290-1396.   
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Plans and 

rules for next 

s e a s o n õs 

Ames Izaak 

W a l t o n 

League bow 

deer hunt 

will be pub-

lished in an 

u p c o m i n g 

newsletter.  

Darin Van Ryswyk Outdoor Range Activities 

Matt Graesch Ikesô 2009-10 Bow Deer Hunt 

http://www.iowagames.org/SummerGames/default.aspx
http://www.iowagames.org/SummerGames/default.aspx
mailto:dvanryswyk@yahoo.com



