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650+ members and No Volunteers?
By Jim Johnson

| was wondering what | was going to write about earlier this month. | do not mean the tone of this arti-
cle to be cutting, my intent is not to offend, but invigorate and stimulate. It is in regards to a Park Clean-Up
that was to take place in late September, several signs were posted...4 people had shown up. It's a tad
perplexing for a collective group of greater than 650 current members to have only 4 people show up. |
know, you've got 100 other things to do...but so do many of those whom are doing a majority of the work. It
IS quite amazing that only a few were able to do so much...all the overgrowth near the range has been cut
down...among other areas. We thank those individuals for their efforts. The rest of us may need to be re-
minded that this is a volunteer organization, as such if when organized clean-ups are planned please make
an effort to participate. If every member was able to give just one hour of time to the lkes each year
(please bring your kids or spouse too) there is much that could be accomplished for a park that we all use.
I’m not sure how many of you hire someone to come and clean you own home, but | would expect it is very
few. We should look at the Ikes in that same manor.

Ok...so you've had a second or two to think about it and recall, that indeed it has been some time since
you were last out to help. Of course you are willing to help...but “what do you want me to do? What pro-
jects are there? As a member without any equipment, tools, or materials...I'm left rather limited in my ability
to help.” When planned clean-up’s are scheduled, many participants have what it takes to get the job
done...sometimes it is just a helping hand with a pair of gloves that is in short supply.

As an example range clean-ups are scheduled regularly, usually every 1st Sunday of the month, but al-
ways posted on the website. That doesn't mean the range won't be shot up by then...it also doesn't mean
that if the frames are shot up that they will get replaced any sooner. “Well...no one else showed up for the
range clean up”. Ok...so what did you do while you were there? Clean-ups scheduled, but without the help
aren’t really clean-ups then are they. Even if when you are on the grounds...be an example...at a minimum
pick up after yourself. And if someone asks you or reminds you to do the same, be glad that we care
enough about our park to keep it looking nice...if not better than when you arrived.

The park will always need work. Some examples are trimming, we always need help with trimming.
Trees and brush need to be trimmed back, there is a lot of undergrowth that is encroaching on our road to
the campgrounds and trap & skeet. Many picnic tables will need new planks for next year. People spend-
ing a little time on a project can have a tremendous impact on our park...most of our projects are like this.

If you have any comments, questions, stories or opinions...we have open ears. Please join us at our
next board meeting or email us. | will be working on getting a list posted to the web so we can see what
needs to be done...simply pick a project and jump in. Hesitant about doing something wrong? Contact us
in advance and we can give direction or suggestions at volunteering@amesikes.org.  Thank you in ad-
vance for your help, it is noticed and appreciated by all of us that enjoy our park.
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IDPA update

from Darin Van Ryswyk

Thanks to all of you for shooting with us. Here at the lkes we host a number of shoots, a link is provided
on the Outdoor Range page of our website at http://www.amesikes.org/outdoorrange.htm for the Central lowa
IDPA results. Please visit the website and check them out http://sports.groups.yahoo.com/group/
CentrallowalDPA/. The next two Ames matches will be on Sunday, November 9th at 10am and also Sun-
day, December 14th also at 10am. Cost is $10 per entry, and $5 for each additional gun.

Road Construction

So you may have noticed the construction in recent weeks going up the hill from the park entrance to-
wards the chapterhouse. For many years the road has been of concern. With this recent road work drainage
has been the primary concern. Once control of the water is well managed the road itself should not degrade
as it has in the past. Tile was laid, drainage was properly routed, additional aggregate was added and
graded to create a worthy entrance to the park. At our October board meeting, the board had made the deci-
sion to create a new account, separate from the general fund, to set aside money specifically for infrastruc-
ture. Concerns for the long term maintenance of the chapterhouse and road were the main items of concern.
Individuals wishing to contribute funds specifically for road improvement are welcome. Please contact us if
you wish to do so at www.amesikes.org/contactus.htm. We welcome discussion at our board meetings,
which is open to all members, regarding this topic or any other concern.

A Friendly Reminder Regarding Alcohol

Well although it is nearly the end of the season it is not too late to remind our membership that at the cur-
rent time we are still an alcohol free property. The applies to the entire park at all times. Those who do not
wish to follow these rules and have alcohol in their possession will be asked to leave the premise immedi-
ately, further action (if needed) could result in permanent loss of privileges with the Ames Ikes chapter. No
refund of dues will be given.

October/November Events Contacts

Membership & Board meeting / General questions Outdoor Range / IDPA
Palmer Holden 515-233-1629 Darin Van Ryswyk 515-233-8521
Membership Information & New Memberships Ames Chapter Member only Skeet Shoot
Gary Downs 515-292-5094 Tim Harwood 515-290-6945
Membership Info & Renewal Memberships Chapterhouse Rental / General questions
John Gookin 515-733-2642 Palmer Holden 515-233-1629

Website Member Login= amesikes08 PW= Current Gate Code
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DANIEL M. STOLTZE, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTIST

New patients welcome!
511 Duff Suite 200
Ames, IA 50010

Telephone

BREKKE'S

Animals Big & Small
We Feed Them All

14 Brands of dog food available
Full line of bird seed & feeders
1% mi E of 1-35 on Hwy 30, ¥ami N

Burton Heginger
Mat Davis

1220 6™ Street
Nevada, IA 50201

P

SHELF CABINETRY

(515) 382-2163

Manutfacturers of Specialized
Agricultural Equipment

ALMAGD Jsamyw.cLem

PRECISION
YOU CAN COUNT ON
—

99 M Avenue B Nevada, lowa
50201

515-233-3797 232-7906 (515) 382-3506

Monthly Membership & Chapter Meeting
Board of Directors meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month. The next two
meetings of the Ames lkes will be November 11th at 6:15pm and December 9th at
6:15pmin the chapterhouse. Guests are welcome to attend with members. Members are
also encouraged to attend, especially if you have concerns or questions to voice. Do not
expect one board member or officer to be your voice.

Returned Newsletters “Temporarily Away” or “No Forwarding Address on File”
Please note if your newsletter is returned to us marked “temporarily away” or “no forwarding address on file”
you will need to contact us to resume your newsletter subscription. Thank you. Please update your Member
information with easy to use forms online at http://www.amesikes.org/memberupdate.htm and it's FREE!

Electronic Gate
When using the electronic gate for entry into the park, please remember to push the “ENTER” key after
punching in the four-digit code. If the electronic gate does not open, the padlock gate uses the same code.

Since we no longer have a park resident the intercom at the gate will not be answered.

Membership
As of the October board meeting we have 697 paid members. Any and all questions in regards to mem-

bership will now be available online at www.amesikes.org/becomeamember.htm.

For the most accurate and up to date information can be found online. It is also the easiest method for
new members to find out about our park, it's activities and contact our membership directors should they have
a membership question. Renewing members that were members in 2007 and wish to renew in 2008 will still
need to pay the renewal cost of $92 (individual) or $120 (family) regardless of when you renew in 2008. Na-
tional enforces this rule—it is not a rule exclusively for our chapter; this rule applies to all chapters. Please
send the completely filled out application form to the Ames Chapter at the appropriate address on the form. If
you have any questions, please feel free to e-mail the chapter or contact John Gookin or Gary Downs, Mem-
bership Directors.

Website Tips
By Jim Johnson

Some of you have recently emailed us thought the form available at www.amesikes.org/contactus.htm. |
have responded to you, but some servers and some email accounts are not accepting my reply. Yahoo,
MSN, AOL, etc have some pretty good spam filters, sometimes too good. Simply adding in
“*@amesikes.org” to your 'safe’ or ‘accepted’ email addresses will allow you to accept our responses.

Make the Ames lkes website your homepage, then you can always quickly see what events are coming in
the future. Or simply check it before you plan on coming out. On the front page is a weather link letting you
know the temperature and other conditions for our area.

Send in your pictures of events if you would like them posted to our website photo gallery...send them to
webmeister@amesikes.org and let me know some specifics about who is in the picture, what you are doing,
and what the event was. Then view them at www.amesikes.org/photogallery.htm. We have some pictures on
there now from a practice session at the indoor range with the Air Rifle Team.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

www.dietzsdeals.com
Overstocked, Discontinued, and Customer Return Items Warehouse
Great Savings Great Bargains - 54223 Hwy 210 Huxley

Ad spaces open!! $80/year (currently prorated)
Email newsletter@amesikes.org for more details

Cost is around 1-2 cents per issue

Indoor Lanes with Interactive

HyVee.
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West Ames | 191.5543
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Erv & PamWagner, o v
(515) 265-6500

Fax (515) 265-6585

3725 ME 5BY St

Altoona, lows 50009

301 Main Street
Ames, |IA 50010
515-232-0520

VANVOORHIS

HEATING & COOLING
®
Oumer: Chuck Yan Voorns

' 2326270

“YOUR COMFORT IS OUR BUSINESS
SINCE 1929”

JA] COUNTRY

- Distinctive Landscapes Since 1981
56985 Lincoln Hwy, Ames

800-794-9795

rent the
chapterhouse
for your next special event!
for rental rates
and information email
chapterhouse@amesikes.org

LUMBER CO.
LCONTRACTOR'S RESOURCE

901 Airport Rd, Ames, 1A 50010
SERVING CONTRACTOR & DO-IT-YOURSELFER

| 232-2112 |

Grown-up and Still Having Fun!

4723 W. Lincoln Way « Ames, |IA
(515) 292-2276
www.jaxmercantile.com

Mon-Fri 9-8 « Sat 9-6 * Sun 10-6

JAX
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510 OFF

Purchases of
50 or more
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Cannot be combined with other offers. Excludes licenses, firearms & ammunition.

CLOTHING - FOOTWEAR - HUNTING - CAMPING - FISHING - ATHLETICS - PAINTBALL - WATER SPORTS - MILITARY




